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drawn into a war over Morocco any more than Prance had
wished hitherto to be drawn in over Balkan questions*
Russia needed to build up her army and navy much further
before risking a European War. But the very fact of this
lukewarm support by Russia of French colonial interests,
and by France of Russia's Balkan ambitions, became an
added spur to Izvolski to tighten up the Franco-Russian
Alliance after 1911. And in this he was soon aided by M.
Poincare, who became Minister of Foreign Affairs in France
early in 1912.
Another effect of the Agadir Crisis and the consequent
strengthening of the French grip on Morocco and the West-
ern Mediterranean was Italy's decision that the time had
come for her to seize Tripoli. This so weakened Turkey
that Serbia and Bulgaria hastened to take steps toward
the formation of a Balkan League, with Russia's assistance,
which led to the Balkan Wars. These in turn further
embittered the relations between Serbia and Austria, and
so contributed to one of the main causes of the World War.
THE HALDANE MISSION, 1912
In 1908, as has been indicated above, Tirpitz had secured
the adoption by the Reichstag of a naval program provid-
ing for the construction of four capital ships annually from
1908 to 1911, and for two annually from 1912 to 1917.
The English had become greatly alarmed, both for their
actual safety and for the disastrous effect upon Anglo-
German relations. They had therefore made efforts to call
a halt, or come to some understanding, but these had failed
owing to the Kaiser's decisive opposition, culminating in
his interview with Sir Charles Hardinge at Cronberg in
August, 1908.
During the following months English alarm "steadily
increased, and frightened imaginations pictured a German
invasion of England. Further antagonism between the two